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Cooperation Award





The Best Youth Project – APPLICATION FORM

	Please send the completed form and photos via e-mail to   LeaderTNC@maainfo.ee
Deadline for submission is 17th April 2013
Information:   www.maainfo.ee/LeaderTNC
You can apply your project only in one category. If the project seems to be suitable for more than one category then please choose the category that fits the best.


Examples of the transnational cooperation projects expected to apply in this category are: 

TNC projects which diversify activities for young people and children in rural areas; 

Youth exchanges, camps, festivals or other thematic events; 

Activities which develop entrepreneurship and involvement in community development amongst young people in rural areas. 

GENERAL INFORMATION

	Title of the project 

	“Youth for Youth”

	Information on the transnational cooperation project

	Start date:
	01.09.2012
	End date if completed, or the current stage:
	30.12.2013

	Duration of the (planned) actions in months:
	16
	Total project budget (in EUR):
	73 973,24

	Countries involved:
	Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia
	Number of partners:
	3


	List of participating partners (LAGs and other organisations involved)

	Lead partner: 
	Country:
	Project location:

	Ukmerge Region LAG
	Lithuania
	Ukmerge

	Partners’ names:
	Country:
	Project location:

	Põlvamaa Partnerluskogu
	Estonia
	Põlvamaa

	Cesis District Rural Partnership
	Latvia
	Cesis


	Project contact (in Nordic-Baltic region)

	Title (Mr/Ms) and name:
	Ms. Klavdija Stepanova
	Name of organisation:
	Ukmerge Region LAG

	Position in the project:
	Administrator
	Address of organisation:
	Kauno str. 16a, Ukmerge, Lithuania

	E-mail:
	k.stepanova@ukmergesvvg.lt
	Telephone (inc. country code):
	+370 340 61102

	Languages spoken:
	Lithuanian, English, Russian
	Project website:
	


	Person submitting project (if different):

	Title (Mr/Ms) and name:
	Ms. Daiva Grinaite
	Name of organisation:
	Ukmerge Region LAG

	Position in the project (if any):
	
	Address of organisation:
	Kauno str. 16a, Ukmerge, Lithuania

	E-mail:
	d.grinaite@ukmergesvvg.lt
	Telephone (inc. country code):
	+370 340 61102

	Languages spoken:
	
	Website:
	


Description of the project 

Summary of the project (up to 100 words)
	The TNC project “Youth for Youth” is targeted to young people, ages 18-30 years old, from Baltic countries, who coming from rural areas or villages and most of them studying in the city. During the project will be organised three creative camps for young people in Latvia (Cesis), Lithuania (Ukmerge), Estonia (Põlvamaa) and final event (conference) in Lithuania. The main project idea is to encourage rural youth occupation and active expression capabilities and to show the rural cultural, economycal and nature values of rural life. The lenght of the camp is a week and the number of participants in one camp is about 60.


Shared Objectives
Need for the project and background: Why the project was started, who developed the idea, what kind of targets the project has or is expected to achieve and the main target groups? How the international dimension added value? (up to 100 words)

	In all participating regions is a trend of significant migration of young peole from rural areas. This is true of almost all EU countries and especially in the Baltic countries. Our project aims to show young people a range of cultural, social and economic opportunities in rural areas to encourage them after study to return to live and work in rural areas. International value of these camps are, that every country can present their own unique rural culture, leisure opportunities and possible business models. Through this kind of shared experiences young peole will have better ground for new ideas. Also there is good possibility to make contacts, get friends and possible cooperaation partners in the future. 

Ukmerge Region LAG had an idea to show young people the attraction and opportunities of rural areas. The idea about this project was shared with partners from Latvia and Estonia. The idea was highly approved by both partners.


Main Joint Activities:
What kind of actions took place and where?  Please include both - the joint and individual actions - which were undertaken by the partners. (up to 200 words)

	The main activities of the project is to organise three creative camps for young people. Two camps have already been held. In Cesis, Latvia (29.10-05.11.2012) and in Ukmerge, Lithuania (28.04-04.05.2013). One camp will be organised in Põlva, Estonia (August 2013) and then final conference again in Ukmerge, Lithuania (October 2013).

During the first camp in Rakši center in Cesis region young people participated in different creative activities and seminars, where they for example learned skills of submitting applications for funds. The center with lamas and camel was good ground for ideas how to run a touristic farm.

During the second camp in Vepriai village in Ukmerge region was organized seminars of communication skills and team work, but also indoor and outdoor actions was organized (hikes, kayak race, music, dances and acting). Most of the activities were initiated and carried out by the youth and with keen they learned from each other.

In each 5 day camp every time participate up to 20 young people (18-30 years old) from each country, in total 60 youth representatives.

All camp activities are filmed. The filmed material will be stored and prepared as the material, illustrating various methods of working with young people.


Results and Transferability

What was achieved? What is the added value of the project? Can the results or methodology of the project be used by others? Will the project or actions started during the project continue after completion? (up to 100 words)
	As the camps are organized in each country rural area the participants could better see and evaluate the attraction of rural areas. This project is still in progress, but we can already say, that one added value is a lot of good new contacts between young people in different Baltic countries and rural areas. We hope, that after this project the young people are more active to make their own projects and participate actively in the development processes of their community and local area.


Lessons learnt 

What new experiences were learnt? Were there any educational aspects? (up to 100 words)

	During the first camp in Latvia was in program a variety of activities and workshops: “Countryside – future coorporation”, “Get to know Yourself- Steps to Success”, „TALENT EVENING”, Traditional and medieval dances, sport activities, photo-hunting in tourism complex Rakši, concert Baltic Evening with the presentation of the national food, excursion in city Cesis (museum, castle etc.).  

In Lithuanian camp was in program workshops: “Basics of percussion”, “Acting and theater”, “Music therapy”, “Improvising choir“,”The experience in nature”, “excursion in Ukmerge and little concert with dances and song “Bunda jau Baltija” in town square. 

Being together a week was also a good english practice and social interaction.

It was noted that young people are interested in life in the countryside. They want to know more about the local traditions and crafts – willingly participate in training camp program; they are interested in the economic situation, occupation opportunities. All participants shared their different experience related with project theme.


Why the project should receive the award.

1. Benefits for children and young people 
How have young people and children benefited from the project? (up to 100 words)

	The young people get a lot of new contacts, learn together and get new experiences. They see how is the life at the neighbors rural areas and discover new opportunities for business. This project supported, that the young people, who come from countryside can travel and see new places, get friends and possible cooperaation partners in the future. They have the opportunity to see the attraction and life style of local rural areas in three Baltic counties and they can share the experience, how is the youth motivation to stay in rural areas promoted in each country.


2. Transnational Cooperation and Partnership 

How has this project promoted cooperation and partnership locally and transnational? What kind of stakeholders groups were involved - during and/or after - the project? (up to 100 words)

	Each of the participating countries can present their own unique cultural and leisure opportunities for diversification, best practices, tourist attraction, young people and business models. This will contribute to the attractiveness of rural areas for young people. This project promotes local economy, helps to use such good camp-places. This project promoted very good partnership and cooperation locally (services and people) and transnational (agreement partners). The main group of the project is youth (18-30 years old) but also the teachers, tutors, coordinators and even local people of rural areas are involved.


3. Level of innovation

What was new or innovative about the project? This could be a unique or specific new action, solution, result or effect. (up to 100 words)

	All the activities of three camps are filmed. All the fillmed material will be stored and prepared as methodological material illustrating various used methods how to work with youth. This material is planned to be presented during the last camp activity – international conference in Lithuania and also could be used by others as teaching material. 

One thing, that is unique about this project, was the target group - young people aged 18-30 from rural areas, who studing now. International value of these camps are, that every country can present their own unique rural culture, good camp places, tourism potential, leisure opportunities and possible business area.


4. Impact on regional development

What are the positive effects of the project for those who participated, particularly partners in the Nordic-Baltic regions?  (up to 100 words)
	The project location is set in three countries so the participants could know more about each Baltic country rural areas. All participants have a chance to see and feel the leading life style in each country rural area.

The effect is definitely positive for participants (new good contacts, new ideas, experiences) and for each LAG region (cooperation, services, economic contribution and regional promotion).


5. Any other elements of the project which might be interesting?

	 During the camp in Lithuania participants had a task to go on trip in local village, to find any kind of job and the money, they would collect, to donate to any organisation in local area. The participants decided to donate not money, but they bought different stuff and brought it to local kindergarden and also spent some time there with local children. The children were pleasently surprised and the camp participants felt elevated as done a good job.

Feedback from young participants and camps organisers has been very positive.


PHOTOS

Please send at least 5 photos (minimum 1000 Kb) of project activities separately to an e-mail: LeaderTNC@maainfo.ee. Please give every photo a title, location, date and the name of the photographer. In case the photos are too big for sending by e-mail, then you should contact organizers to get some additional instructions for uploading them.

Please note that organisations including the Rural Network Units may use these photos free of charge in the publication of information on nominated projects, on the competition website, in the best practice databases and in presentations about the competition. Photos will be not used for commercial purposes. 

Collected information 

Provided TNC project Information will be used only for competition purposes. It may be used in the publication of information on nominated projects, on the competition website, in the best practice databases and in presentations about the competition. Personal information will be kept confidential.
