
 

  

NRN Success Stories 

Networking around “Food and Territory” issue – an example from Wallonia (Belgium) 

Background and 

Objectives 

 

A lot of initiatives at local, national and European levels tend to link producers and 

consumers. The aims of these kinds of initiatives are various: support to family type 

agriculture, improvement of trust between producers and consumers, relocalization of 

agriculture linked to territorial life, organization of regional delivery sector, access to land, 

partnerships with kitchens for community,…  

The Network Support Unit of Walloon Network for Rural Development launched a working 

group with a wide range of stakeholders on Food and Territory issue. 

 

Starting in 2009, the working group “Food and Territory” implemented a lot of actions 

around relationships between countryside and cities: how to make benefit from these 

relationships? What sector to be sustained? How to integrate local production in peri-urban 

economies? How to analyze “metabolism” of a territory (flows, links, alliances,…)? 

 

The main objectives of this initiative are: 

• to share experiences and good practices between stakeholders, EAFRD beneficiary 

actors and administrations around production, delivery and processing sectors; 

• to meet and discover new ways of producing, delivering and processing local food in 

Wallonia and abroad (field visits, seminars,…); 

• to provide recommendations and concrete contributions to the policy of rural 

development in Wallonia and in Europe. 

 

Methodology and 

Activities 

Composition of the working group: 

• Professional Organizations of Farmers; 

• LAGs; 

• NGO active in organic production, social and/or alternative delivery (social groceries for 

example), technical support to producers and transformers 

• Consultancy; 

• Network of local groceries; 

• Manager of local market (Halle de Han); 

• Association of Supermarket Managers; 

• Cooperatives of producers; 

• Administrations (regional). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Activities of the working group : 

• partnership between two LAGs for a study on “Short food supply chains : future for 

agriculture in Condroz-Famenne area ?” 

• field visit and meeting with Hartenboer network active in producing and selling fruits, 

vegetables and meat for collective structures, urban communities. 

• workshop with food sector stakeholders in Namur area (producers, restaurant, 

community kitchens,…) in order to develop links between collective catering and 

territorial production; 

• seminar “Rural / Urban” : how to coordinate local production? What support for that? 

How to centralize offer and update it? Which solutions exist today? Strengths and 

weaknesses of existing systems? 

• field visits in France : Auvergne Bio Distribution, initiatives in Lille area (Norabio, la 

Ferme du Sart, Au Panier Vert); 

• meeting with Association des Commerçants Franchisés (association of supermarket 

managers able/free to introduce local products in their shops); 

• Regional seminar on “Food and Territory” around: which organization of stakeholders 

at regional level? Which synergies to be developed? What is the best scale?  

Outputs of the working 

group 

 

Productions of the working group during Phase 1 (2009-2011) of networking of rural 

development actors in Wallonia: 

• studies of short supply chains of local agricultural products in Condroz-Famenne; 

• production of recommendations to stakeholders, NGOs, administrative partners in 

charge of food sector coordination; 

• publication of 15 sheets presenting experiences and initiatives discovered during 

seminars and field visits, production of a bibliography; 

• Magazine special “Food and Territory” available on www.reseau-pwdr.be.  

 

Added value of networking: 

• better information on existing initiatives and tools for a wide range of stakeholders; 

• improvement of relations between stakeholders involved on same issues; 

• collective access to information and key reference persons that is impossible to reach 

alone; 

• emergence of a Walloon Network for Sustainable Food that will continue actions and 

discussions around Food and Territory; this new network is financially supported by 

administrations; 

• new issues to be further approached by RwDR in other working groups : access to land, 

groupings of employeurs, training for producers. 
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